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SOCIAL WORK AS AGENCY OF SOCIAL CHANGE - POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
AND POLICY PRACTICE AMONG SOCIAL WORK STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS

Social work and policymaking are closely interrelated. The pioneers of the profession were
convinced that social problems were not a consequence of individual mistakes or personal
negligence but rather resulted from insufficient social conditions. As such, they advocated for social
change and the adoption of better policies for the people they worked with (Cummins, Byers, &
Pedrick, 2011; Pritzker & Lane, 2018). Today this type of intervention on the policy level has
become a key dimension of social work practice and social work education, supported by the
international definition of social work (IFSW, 2014) as well as by various national Codes of Ethics
(AvenirSocial, 2010; BASW, 2014; NASW, 2017) and academic publications all around the globe
(Benz & Rieger, 2015; Gal & Weiss-Gal, 2013; Haynes & Mickelson, 2000; Jansson, 2018).

While contemporary professional associations, social work practitioners and scholars agree
that the profession should engage in policy-related activities, there is still a dearth of empirical data
on the actual policy involvement of social work students and social workers. It remains unclear as
to what extent, and in what forms, social work students and practitioners are involved in policy
processes and what factors influence this kind of engagement (Weiss-Gal & Gal, 2020).

This contribution suggests reporting findings from the first quantitative study on social work
students’ and social workers’ policy engagement in Switzerland (Kindler, 2021). With its federal
structure and pronounced decision-making competence on the local level, this country offers
interesting insights for research in this specific field. The empirical data of the study was collected
by means of an online survey in which 1815 social work students and professionals from all the
Swiss cantons participated. The results showed a rather low level of political participation, but in
comparison with the Swiss population, it can be classified as average. Hypothesis testing
procedures revealed six main factors influencing political engagement of social work students and
social workers: (1) political interest, (2) number of memberships in mobilization networks, (3)
internal political efficacy, (4) support of political social work, (5) strength of party preference and
(6) strength of political ideology.
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BiznHiok 1. M.,
JIOKTOP TICHXOJIOTIYHUX HAYK, JOLEHT Kadeapu Icuxoorii Ta coriaibHoi poooTH
Binnuywvxuii oeporcasnuii nedacoeiunuii ynisepcumem imeni Muxaiina Koyroouncvkozo
(m. Binnuys, Ykpaina)

COIIAJBHO-TICUXOJIOTTYHI YMOBH YCHIINTHOI COITAJIBHOI AJTATITAIIIT
BUXOBAHIIIB Y 3AKJIAJJAX IHKJIFO3UBHOI OCBITH

B Vkpaini y 3B’a3ky 3 11 IHTerpaimi€r0 B €BPONEHCHKUN TMPOCTIP BiAOYyBaIOTHCS 3MIHH Y
CTaBJICHHI JI0 JIIO/IeH 3 OOMEKECHUMHU MOXJIMBOCTAMU. Jlemani JacTime MOXHA CTUKHYTHUCS 3 THM,
10 OJTHIEIO 3 TOCTPHUX CYYaCHHUX COLIAIbHUX MPOOJIEM € CTaH 370poB’s JiTel Ta Mosiozai. CTabiabHO
BUCOKMMH € TOKa3HMKH IuTsuoi iHBamigHocTi. Ha kinens 2020 poky B Ykpaini Oyno maiixe 136
Thc. miter-iaBamiaiB. Lli gaH1 CBiq4aTh PO HETaTUBHY TEHJCHIIIIO 3DOCTAaHHS YHCEIIBHOCTI JITEH 3
0COOJMBOCTSMH ICUXO(I3UIHOTO PO3BUTKY, 10 OOYMOBIIIOE HEOOXIAHICTh PI3HUX (HOPM COLIATBHOT
JIOTIOMOT'H Ta MATPUMKH TaKHX JTITEH.

Opranizaiiisi coriagbHOi JOMOMOTH MITSIM, SIKi M030aBlIeHI MOXKJIMBOCTI BECTH MOBHOIIIHHE
JKUTTS BHACTIZIOK Bajg (I3UYHOTO pPO3BUTKY, MOTpeOye, B TEPIIy YEpry, 3MiHH CTaBJICHHS
CYCHUIBCTBA /10 JAiTed 3 OCOOIMBUMHM MOTpeOaMU Ta MPOOJIEMH 1HBAJIAHOCTI Yy CBITI Ta B YKpaiHi
30kpeMa. BHacmiok oOMexeHb y CHUIKyBaHHI, CaMOOOCITyroByBaHHI, MEPEeCyBaHHI, KOHTPOJI 3a
CBO€IO TIOBEIIHKOIO PO3BUTOK WX JITEH 3aJIKUTH BiJ 33JJOBOJICHHS iX MOTPEO HIIMMHU JFONBMH,
0 CKJIajgae OaraTorpaHHHM TPOIEC CoIlialbHOI peadimitamii. OcBiTa, MCUXOJIOTO-TIEIATOTTYHII
BIUIMB Ha OCOOMCTICTh € IHCTPYMEHTAaMHU BHPIIICHHS OJIHI€T 3 OCHOBHUX MPOOJIEM y CYCHUIbHIN Ta
JEepKaBHIA TMOMITUINl IMIONO [ITed 3 OOMEKCHUMH (DYHKIIIOHAIBHUMH MOXIHUBOCTAMH — iX
comianeHO1 peadimiraiii, aganraiii Ta iHTerparii y CyCrijabCTBO.

Opranizanii coiaJibHO-TIEAAroTiYHOI PoOOTH 3 JITBMH Ta MOJOII0 3 OOMEKCHHUMH
(GYHKITIOHATTBHUMU MOXJIMBOCTSIMU B OCTAHHE JECATHPIUYS MPUCBSIUYEHO PsII Pallh BITYM3HIHUX Ta
pociiicekux HaykoBIiiB [1 — 2]: I. 3Bepesa, 1. IBanoBa, A. Karceka, B. JIsmenko, H. MuporniHiueHko,
O. Momuan, B. Tecnenko, €. fApcbka-CmipHoBa Ta iH. BigoMuMmu 1 3Ha4ymUMU € JOCTiIKEHHS
I'. AynbHera, XK. 1Iud, B. Ilerporoi, K. TypunHcrkoi, A. Bucorpkoi, B SIKUX JOBEIECHO BHUCOKY
e(eKTUBHICTh KOPEKIIIHOTO HaBYaHHS, BHACHIZOK SIKOTO BiAOyBalOTbCS IO3UTUBHI 3MIHU B
PO3BHUTKY IICHUXIKH, COIIaTbHOI aanTarii uux aitei [3].

MeTo10 cTATTi € BUBYCHHS COIiaIbHO-TICHXOJIOTIYHUX YMOB YCIIIIHOI aJanTallii BUXOBAHIIIB Yy
3aKJia/iaXx 1HKIFO3UBHOI OCBITH. OCHOBHUM 3a80aHHAM TIPOOTIEMH € eMITIpUYHE JTOCIiHKEHHS IUISXIB
ajanTanii Ta IHTerpauii y Tpomamy JiTed 3 OOMEXeHMMH (YHKUIOHAIBHUMH MOMIIMBOCTAMHU.
JIis  eMmipudHOTO  OCHIDKEHHS HaMH  OyJ0 TPOBEACHO  IICHXOMIarHOCTUYHY  METOIMKY
«bararopiBHeBUII OCOOMCTICHHI OMUTYBAILHUK «AnanTuBHICTE» (MJIO-AM)» A. Maknakosa i
C. YepmsiHiHA Ta METOIM MareMaTHYHOI CTaTHCTHKH (OIHMCOBA CTAaTUCTHKA, 3HAXOMKCHHS CEpemHiX
BennunH). ExcriepumenTanbHa 6a3a nociipkenns: Lientp peaGinitarii «I"apmonis» im. P. [lanacrok.

B Vkpaini mocTymnoBo mepexofsaTh Bil TEPMIHY «IHBaJia» 10 OUIBII T'yMaHHOTO: «oco0a 3
0o0MexeHMMHU (PYHKI1OHATbHUMH MOXJIUBOCTSMU.

Ocoba, sika mae QyHKYyioHaNbHI oOMedceHHs — 1€ 0c00a, sIKa Ma€ THMYAacoBl a00 TMOCTIHHI
nopyueHHss y ¢izuunomy Ta (ab0) NMCUXIYHOMY PO3BUTKY 1 sKka HOTpedye OCOOIMBUX YMOB B



